
 

Greetings and Happy New Year, 

On behalf of the Board I wish you a blessed, prosperous and healthy 2010.  After a short period of 

development in 2008, where the focus was on establishing a solid organizational foundation, the soci-

ety moved to an implementation phase and focus in 2009.   We are indeed thankful for our loyal do-

nors, supporters and members who made it possible for the society to achieve the following accom-

plishments last year. 

1. Grew the Membership to over one hundred paid members. 

2. Held the first annual Southside Reunion and initiated  The Legacy Award Program. 

3. Completed over twenty oral history interviews. 

4. Completed a research project at  Oroville Union High School. 

5. Hired an Architect to create a drawing for the Historical Center and Park, which is now com-

pleted. 

6. Hired a consultant to write a grant to construct the proposed center and park. 

7. Held a joint meeting with the Butte County Historical Society and presented a program outlining 

our research plan and current findings. 

8. Held the first annual Cotton Club Celebration. 

9. Collected written and recorded history on African Americans in Butte County. 

As we begin the New Year, our aim is to achieve 

the following  in 2010: 

1. Continue the Oral History Project and de-

velop an historical DVD, which will be pre-

sented at the second annual reunion on Nov. 

5, 6 and 7th 2010!! 

2. Expand the written history project and pre-

sent some on these accounts in the quarterly 

news letters. 

3. Make measured progress on the construction 

of the Historical Center and Park. 

4. Conduct the second reunion and Cotton Club   

celebration. 

The Board approved the hiring of a consultant (Mr. David Nelson of David Nelson Consulting) to 

help write a grant proposal to the State of California for funds to construct the  Center and Park. 

                                                                                                 (see President’s Message on page 5) 
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Saturday morning November 7, 2009 Tour Group Photo at  

the Fish Hatchery  near downtown Oroville. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

January 30, 2010  1pm Board of  

Directors  meeting New Home 

Missionary Baptist Church. 

 

February 27, 2010   1pm An Oral 

History Presentation at New 

Home Missionary Baptist Church . 

 

March 27, 2010   From 6pm to 

11pm Cotton Club Celebration  

We plan to create an historical rec-

reation of the Juke Joint Culture with 

soul food, dance contest, dress/ style 

contest, domino contest and a live 

authentic rhythm and blues band.  It 

will be held at the Old Town Ban-

quet Hall, 1351 Myers St. in down-

town Oroville. 

 

Inside this Issue 



 

We have now completed our first full year of op-
eration.  Interest in SOAAHS has picked up con-
siderably.  People from the community and be-
yond have found out about the work that the 
SOAAHS is doing.  The enthusiasm has translated 
into a steady increase of membership throughout 
the year.   We now have 70 regular members, and 
46 temporary members.  At the beginning of 2009 
we set a goal of having 125 members by the end of 
the year.  Because of hard work and dedication 
from our board members we came very close to 
reaching our goal of 125 members.   We look for-
ward to having another successful membership 
drive in 2010.  A major project from 2009 (The 

Oral History Project) will be completed by the end 
of the first quarter of 2010.  When completed the 
project should prove to be a great catalyst in increas-
ing interest in SOAAHS and gaining new members.  
The project will show the migration patterns and de-
tail the social and economic conditions for those Af-
rican American families who first settled in South 
Oroville.  By the end of this year we would like to 
have 200 regular members.  It is vital that we con-
tinue to grow, so that we can collect, preserve, and 
present the history of South Oroville.  If you would 
like to join SOAAHS and become a regular member, 
an application form is available on our web site at 
www.soaahs.org. 
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Membership Committee’s Report 

by Van Bilbo 

Deacon Virgil Scott, Marion Moore and  Mrs. Lela Scott 
Jesse Faye Edwards, Billie Bell -Spencer and Bertha     

Clark-Lewis 

The Steele Family Kenneth, Mrs. Faye 

and Jo Ann 

Roy Bilbo and Caliph (Sonny Boy)     

Bradford 

Rose Mary Brown-Hill and Tommie 

Brown 

Photos from The  Family Affair Weekend 
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Legacy Awards Presentation 

Captain Leroy Gill Jr. 

Chairman of Legacy Awards Committee  

There are so many of our elders, parents and extended family members whose values and examples serve as a model for others. Their 
deeds, work and sacrifice made it possible for other generations to have a better life and more opportunities to develop their full human 
potential. 

While the Board will select other elders for the award in the future, we recognized just four elders this year for their contributions to the 
continuing journey and story of a people who overcame the effects of legal bondage and discrimination and who built a healthy and func-
tional community in Southside of Oroville, California. 

Our first award goes to Mrs. Jimmy Black (Mama Jimmy). We recognize Mama Jimmy for all of her various non-paid volunteer work in 
the community, which included serving as the first Black Matron in the Butte County Sheriff’s Office, and Den Mother for the Cub Scout 
and Boy Scout Packs 63, which was a segregated youth organization at the time. She also worked with some of the Black Churches to 
prepare young girls to compete in fashion shows and speech contests. Her paid work was in the Sheriff’s office with specific duties in the 
women’s jail facility. She teamed with Sheriff Larry Gillick to develop the first and finest Little League Baseball park in Northern Califor-
nia during the 1950’s and 1960’s. You would usually see Mama Jimmy, the Sheriff and county trustees raking rocks and preparing the field 
for play. Most of this work was done on very hot days. She died while working in her concession stand at the little league park.  Mama 
Jimmy’s brother Mr. Ollie Bennett accepted her award. 

The next award went to Mrs. Daisy Parker Hill. She was a devoted Mother and member of #1 Church of God in Christ for over 40 years. 
While she worked in the Housekeeping department at the Oroville Medical Center, she and Mrs. Hattie Clark open up a small café on 
The Hill next to the Elks Club. Like other African Americans she and Mrs. Clark had to finance their business by using their own wages 
earned on other jobs. Bank loans were not available to these ladies. Her daughter, Edith operates a UPS business in Oroville and her son 
Billy is in business in the Bay Area today. Mrs. Daisy was a great communicator and listener. Her passion was quietly helping others. She 
did not always have a lot, but she was always willing to share with others. She departed this life in February 1976.  Her award was ac-
cepted by Deacon Virgil Scott. 

Our next award went to a couple. As you know no one can do anything significant without support. Roy and Alberta Johnson were mar-
ried in their home state of Louisiana.  Mr. Johnson’s parents were sharecroppers.  Mr. Johnson like many of his generation  moved to 
other areas of the country to make a better living for their family. Shortly after their marriage, the Johnson’s purchased and operated a 
small neighborhood grocery store in Bogalusa, LA. Mr. Johnson came to Oroville in 1944, where he found property. He informed Al-
berta’s stepfather (Mr. Commodore Wilson) of this property which led to the purchase of the properties located at 3217 and 3233 Fall-
brook Ave. Mr. Johnson renovated his property and built a small neighborhood store. The Johnson family operated the first Black owned 
grocery store in Oroville. In addition to this business the Johnsons built and operated the first modern Bar on The Hill which they later 
sold to Mr. and Mrs. Green. That structure remains today but is no longer a business. Mr. Johnson was the first Black volunteer Deputy 
Sheriff in Butte County and a volunteer fireman for the El Medio fire department. Mr. Johnson brought a lot of black children home to 
their parents when they were in trouble or lost their way home. He also helped to keep food on the table when some family’s budget 
could not get them through the month. While at home Mr. Johnson responded to a fire alarm and had a fatal heart attack on June 15, 
1968.  Mrs. Johnson passed on August 26, 1992. The Johnson’s daughter Theresa Gill accepted their award. 

The final award went to another couple, Mr. M.C .McCarter and Isnell McCarter. Mr. McCarter  migrated to Oroville in 1946 to find 
work and a better life for his family. He came here first and then sent for his family. While Isnell cared for their children and worked at 
the Cannery during the summer, Mr. McCarter worked in the locals sawmills and on construction jobs. He inherited a small restaurant 
business from his uncle which later burned down. That did not stop M.C. from pursuing his business interests. He used money from his 
wages and a small amount of insurance money to rebuild his café 
and pool hall, but this time he used stone instead of wood. The 
FRONT as his business was known catered to youth and young 
adults by providing a clean, safe and culturally rich environment. 
We all knew that M.C. would keep it real and keep us safe. He al-
ways gave the youth the respect and mature guidance that helped 
them to have fun and enjoy their special place. The Mc Carters 
continue to engage in a small business by providing much needed 
housing for low income single men in Southside. The Mc Carters 
were present to accept their awards. 

The Legacy Committee would like to hear from you regarding 
other elders you would like us to consider for an award in 2010. 
We will be sending you a nomination form shortly so that you can 
participate in the selection process for the next awards. 

Mr. and Mrs. McCarter accepting Legacy Award from Capt. Leroy 

Gill Jr. 
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Notes and Thoughts on African American History 

Self-Help and Self-Determination are concepts that describe one accurate aspect of the historical experiences of Africans in 
America. From Slavery to the present, African Americans like all other oppressed people in bondage, such as those under 
colonialism, struggled for their independence and freedom, a reflection of motivation and desire basic in all human beings. 
Yet acts of early resistance, self-help and self-determination have been systematically excluded or deemphasized in the 15, 16, 
and 17th century history books, a censorship of omission which constructed, nurtured, and sustained the myth and stereo-
type of  Africans in America as a backward people, and which eliminated the actual  record of acts of determination, struggle 
for rights and freedom and contributions to the development of  this Democratic Nation. Fortunately, current history books  
include more records of acts of determination by early Africans in America. An accurate description of the effects of legal-
ized slavery in America can explain how slaves and free Africans and their descendants had to seek ways to improve their life 
chances through independent  actions. Some of the first to achieve some measure of  intellectual freedom and economic self-
sufficiency were Jupiter Hammon (writer), Gustavis Vassa (writer), Phyllis Wheatly (poet), Benjamin Banneker 
(mathematician, astronomer, and surveyor) and Paul Cuffe (industrialist). These and others refuted earlier views that were 
constructed before and during legal slavery depicting African Americans as inferior and dependent. Africans in America 
emerged from earlier Revolutionary Wars, Slavery, World Wars and The Great Depression to find it necessary to establish 
independent institutions, churches, schools and colleges, benevolent and fraternal societies, literary societies, libraries and 
reading rooms. All of these actions represented their struggle for self-improvement. The following is a partial listing of im-
portant 16-18th century dates and events in the history of African Americans acts of self-help and self-determination: 

1526-Slave revolt in the first settlement in the U.S. in South Carolina. 

1688-First serious slave and white indentured servants conspiracy, September 13, Gloucester County, Va.; betrayed by house servant. 

1704-School for Slaves opened in New York by Elia Neau, a Frenchman. 

1709- Joint conspiracy to revolt of African and Indian slaves uncovered and crushed in Virginia. 

        Extensive slave revolts in area of Charleston, S.C.; many slaves banished, some hanged, others burned alive. 

1730-Suppression of three serious slave outbreaks in Virginia, South Carolina, and Louisiana. 

1731- Nov.9th, birthday of Benjamin Banneker, inventor and one of the planners of the city of Washington DC. 

1760- Feb.14th Richard Allen, founder of the African Methodist Movement and A.M.E. Church, was born a slave in Philadelphia.          

        Jupiter Hammon, a slave and poet, publishes Salvation of Christ with Penitential Cries. 

1762- James Derham, slave, generally recognized as first Black Physician in America. 

1773- Publication of Phillis Wheatley’s book, Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral. First Black Baptist church organized.          
at Silver Bluff, S.C.               

1780- Feb.10th, Paul Cuffe and six free African Americans petition against taxation without representation in Dartmouth Mass. 

1787- Richard Allen and Absalom Jones organize Philadelphia’s Free African Society.(April12) Prince Hall establishes first Black 
Masonic Lodge in America, African Lodge No. 459 (September 12) First free school in New York City, the African Free School, 
opens November 1. 

1794- First African Church of St. Thomas in Philadelphia dedicated on July 17. Richard Allen and followers organize the Bethel                     
A. M.E. Church. 

1796- Zion Methodist Church organized in New York City. Boston African Society organized. 

 

More important dates and events of self-help and self-determination will be featured in the next newsletter. 
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President’s Message Continued 

We are aided in this effort by the Feather River Park and Recreation District who has agreed to be responsible for project administration 

should we receive funding.  The District has the professional expertise and experience to manage and guide the construction process.  

While it is certainly a long shot, we will benefit greatly by engaging in a program and technical planning process which will produce a de-

tailed and sound proposal that can be presented to other funding sources.  We will have two opportunities to acquire funding from the 

State, if we are not successful with our first proposal which must be submitted to the State by March 1, 2010.  We can also submit an-

other proposal in the second round of State funding. 

 

The first reunion was a Historical Experience!!!  By all measures and from many views and perspective the event was enjoyed by all.  I 

have even tried to obtain what we sometimes call “constructive criticism,” but I could not find it.  This is in and of itself , quite remarkable 

given our diverse backgrounds and attitudes.  Many thanks to all the attendees and special thanks to the following individuals who made 

significant contributions and donations: 

Sandy and Neil Mitchell, who provided , prepared and presented the best tri-tip dinner ever.  They even paid for other helpers in the 

kitchen to provide a sit down dinner for attendees. 

Brenda Berry -Harris, Doris Brown-Ristine, Patsy Tobias -Thomas and Van Bilbo,  this committee did outstanding work in plan-

ning activities and events for the Family Affair Weekend. 

Marilyn Bradford -Evans and her Forty Plus Models,  The Forty Plus Models donated their time and money to put on an outstanding 

fashion show which was one of the highlights of the evening.  The President of  Forty Plus, Marilyn Bradford Evans is a former resident 

of Oroville who stated that she “wanted to give something back to the community that shaped many of her values and perspective of  

life.”   The Forty Plus Models perform throughout the western United States.   

We are grateful to the youth who acted as servers and a special thanks goes out to  Shane Thomas who prepared the excellent seven up 

cake for dessert.  He is the grandson of Patsy Tobias-Thomas.  The servers names are as follows; Jonathan Alexander, Alicia Brown, 

Angela Brown, Nichole Cumbuss, Crystal Hernandez, Jasmine Jenkins, Antoine King, Julian Lee, Ebony Robinson, Kadeem 

Weston and Adrienne Williams.  These young folks worked hard and did a great job in making everyone feel special by serving the 

attendees at their tables with class and a warm welcome.   

Bill Finley, PIC Director, Donated  the use of the Southside Community Center.  For that we are especially thankful.  Bill and his staff 

are great supporters of SOAAHS. 

  

Sandy and Neil Mitchell   Brenda Harris -Berry Doris Ristine -Brown Patsy Thomas -Tobias 

Van Bilbo Marilyn Bradford -Evans 2nd from left 

With Forty Plus Models 
Shane Thomas The Servers 
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Please support these businesses 

that support SOAAHS 


